
Lesson 22: Jack and The Bean Stalk

The Situation

Jack lived with his mother and their cow in the countryside. They were very poor. The 
cow stopped giving milk, so one morning Jack's mother told him to take the cow to the 
market to sell it. On his way, he met a strange looking old man who exchanged Jack's 
cow for five magic beans. His mother was so angry that she threw the beans out the 
window. 

The next morning when Jack woke up, he saw a giant beanstalk growing up through the 
clouds. He climbed up to the top where he saw a huge house. In it lived a giant who had 
a lot of gold. Jack took home a big bag of golden coins. On his second trip, Jack took a 
hen that laid golden eggs. On his third trip, Jack took a golden harp, but he was chased 
down the beanstalk and caught by the giant. 

The giant brought Jack to court. There the clerk of the court said they should go to 
mediation. They both agreed to attend. 

Jack's Side 

I have no father and we are poor. It's my 
job to take care of my mother. I have tried 
to get a job but there is very little work in 
our town. Without our cow giving us milk 
we would have starved to death. When I 
saw how much goid the giant had, l 
thought it wouldn't matter if I took a little 
for us. When we used up the gold, we 
needed more, so I went back again. 

Giant's Side 

Jack is a thief. He broke into my house 
and stole my property. Even though he is 
young, he should know right from wrong. 
Jack should have sold the cow for money 
rather than trading her for the magic 
beans. I want my property back.

As a peacemaker I learned 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

In the Classroom

Pair with a class discussion about real-life examples students have encountered.
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