
Lesson 10: Where Can He Be ?

One day an old man and his donkey were walk- 
ing down the road. They were going to the mar- 
ket in a nearby village. The donkey's back was 
piled high with baskets that the man was going to 
sell  at  the  market.  He  planned  to  buy  many 
things with the money he got for his baskets. He 
was thinking of these things as he walked. 

"My friend," the man said to his donkey. "I will 
buy a new pot for my wife so she can make 
some delicious soup. I will buy some straw to 
make more fine baskets to sell. I will find you a 
cool spot to rest while we are at the market." 

As they walked along, the man wiped his face with a large handkerchief, for it was hot and 
they had walked far that morning. "Let's rest beside these trees," he said. 

While they rested, some other travelers stopped also. A woman with a small boy sat down 
under a tree. "Mama, I will work very hard. I will help you sell all the mats you have made. 
Then, may I have some money to buy a small bun? A spicy one with raisins in it, please?" 
asked the boy. 

His mother smiled as she shook her head. "No, my son. There will not be enough money 
for even a small bun today. must buy shoes for your sister, some thread for grandmother 
and straw to weave more mats to sell. Here, take some of this lunch I brought from home." 

As he sat eating his lunch the boy heard someone speaking. The old man and his donkey 
were starting out on the road again. The man was saying, "It is so hot and I am an old man. 
If only had someone to help me unload my baskets at the market! I have a few coins I 
could pay someone to help me." 

The boy stood up. "I can help you," he called out to the man. "I am strong, I can work hard." 
The old man stopped. Looking at his mother the boy said, "May I help the man, please, 
Mama?" 

"Yes, my son. After we unpack our mats you may help the man." 

The old man spoke. "Thank you. My donkey and I will wait for you under the almond tree 
beside the standpipe in the square." They started down the road. 

The boy was thinking about these things as he and his mother started on the road to the 
market. 

When they arrived, the boy and his mother quickly unpacked the beautiful mats. Then he 
ran off to find the man. "Where did he say he would wait for me?" the boy said to himself 
as he looked along streets crowded with people buying and selling goods. He ran past the 
bread van where he could smell spicy buns. He looked among the higglers, but he could 
not find the old man and his donkey. 
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Meanwhile, the old man and his donkey stood under the almond tree beside the standpipe 
in the town. "Ah, my friend, " the old man said to his donkey. "We must get our baskets 
ready to sell. Where is the boy who said he would help us?" He placed his baskets 
carefully on the ground. Then he gave his donkey a drink of water from the standpipe. 
"Children!" he said to the donkey, "They forget so quickly when there is work to do!" 

Write about an occasion when you didn't listen carefully to someone and it caused a 
problem for you. 

As a peacemaker I learned 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

In the Classroom

Display completed work on a class Peacemaker board to celebrate students' efforts.

Copyright PALS Jamaica


